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You’re never too small to make a difference...

Pansy the Poodle Series

When it comes to solving big mysteries and high-

end crimes, never count out the littlest one!

When we first find Pansy, she is lonely and hoping 

to find a forever home - and her life is transformed 

when fun-loving Avery sweeps her off her feet and 

into the lap of luxury. While she explores her new 

world with her loyal new best friend, Pansy stumbles 

onto mystery after mystery and solves each one by 

following the trail, boundless curiosity and a never-

give-up attitude!

From the luxury and bustle of Beverly Hills to the 

enchantment of Parisian lights to the whimsy and 

history of Venice, Pansy learns about the joy of 

travel, the satisfaction of a job well done, and the 

utter importance of friendship.

“The Pansy the Poodle series is geared to children 

3-7 years of age and exposes them to geography, 

culture, problem solving and life lessons. With vibrant 

illustrations and a fun fast-paced plot, Pansy the Poodle 

is a perfect addition to the libraries of families. The 

Pansy series continues with Pansy in London: The 

Mystery of the Missing Puppy, and is followed by Pansy 

in Africa: The Mystery of the Missing Lion Cub.  The 

next adventures are slated spanning Rome, Australia, 

Hong Kong and more.

Pansy the Poodle series was created to show that 

anyone can make a difference, no matter how small 

and has grown into a cherished series for children 

and adults alike. With three books in on shelves and a 

musical, Poodleful!, that has hit the stage, Pansy has 

left her paw print on all of our hearts.



You’re never too small to make a difference...

Pansy Series Fact Sheet

The Pansy the Poodle series is self published 

through Cynthia Bardes’ imprint, Octobre Press, 

and currently boasts six published books, featuring 

Beverly Hills, Paris, Venice, New York and London, 

with a sixth in Africa debuting in October 2018. 

Over 14,000 books have been sold in the series 

since the initial publication of Pansy at the Palace in 

2012.

The social media following of Pansy the Poodle is 

robust and growing, boasting over 

 3,000 Instagram, and 2,500 Facebook. 

Pansy the Poodle released a plush Pansy toy to 

accompany readers in 2015 and was featured in 

Bergdorf Goodman’s Luxury Holiday Guide. 

The series is sold online via Amazon and Barnes 

& Noble and distributed via NBN (National Book 

Network), can be purchased at all national (and UK) 

independent bookstores, as well as several well-

regarded retail locations such as Bergdorf Goodman 

and Selfridges.

“

Bardes has hosted book signings at Bergdorf 

Goodman in New York, Selfridges in London, East 

Hampton’s Author’s Night, as well as in Palm Beach 

and Vero Beach in Florida; Chicago, Illinois; San 

Francisco, Los Angeles, and Pasadena in California.

Bardes has been invited to showcase at the exclusive 

Author’s Night in East Hampton and the Children’s 

Fair for the last four years. 

The Pansy the Poodle series is geared to children 3-7 

years of age and exposes them to geography, culture, 

problem solving and life lessons. 

Poodleful! the Musical is derived from Pansy at the 

Palace and marks the first original piece created by 

Riverside Theatricals. 

Poodleful! the Musical is touring and has been featured 

at Riverside Theatre in Vero Beach, Stuart, Gainesville 

and at the Association of Performing Arts Presenters 

conference in New York. 

Each book is 32-pages, casebound with jacket. 
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You’re never too small to make a difference...

Pansy the Poodle Books

“

PANSY AT THE PALACE:  

A Beverly Hills Mystery 

Pansy’s life blossoms when she is adopted from an animal 

shelter by a loving family and little girl named Avery. Swept 

into her new life at the Palace Hotel in Beverly Hills, this 

smart and courageous puppy saves the day by solving a 

mysterious theft. Pansy at the Palace celebrates the spirit of 

curiosity and exploration, and teaches us that no one is too 

small to make a difference in the lives of many!

PANSY IN PARIS:  

A Mystery at the Museum

Pansy and Avery are off on a new adventure. They travel 

to Paris to solve a new mystery: who is stealing paintings 

from the museum? With only one clue and their boundless 

curiosity, the two follow the trail, foil the thieves, and 

recover the missing artwork – having great fun as they 

explore a beautiful city and enjoy its treasures. Pansy in 

Paris teaches the satisfaction of a job well done, and the 

special pleasures of friendship and helping others.
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You’re never too small to make a difference...

Pansy the Poodle Books

“

PANSY IN VENICE:  

The Mystery of the Missing Parrot

In the third and most exotic Pansy tale, the little chocolate 

poodle and Avery are summoned to Venice, Italy, to help 

find a very important parrot. The beautiful bird, Penelope, 

is the cherished companion of the finest glass-blower in 

the city--and if he doesn’t get her back, he may never make 

another work of art. Traveling by speedboat, gondola and 

their own six feet, Pansy and Avery follow a mysterious trail 

of ruby-tipped feathers all the way to a fancy costume ball. 

They solve the mystery and learn that loneliness can make 

people do naughty things, but that friends bring out the 

best in all of us.

      
      My best friend Avery and I 
      have solved mysteries 
      all over the world.
      As a reward for our hard work, 
      Mama and Daddy 
      brought us to New York City!

      My name is Pansy.     

As we passed by the tropical birds, 
I noticed something. A line of peanut shells!
“Where there are peanut shells, there might be a monkey,” Avery whispered. 
Yip, yip! I followed the peanut shells all the way to the front gate of the zoo 
and kept going! 

We said hello to the seals and penguins. We pretended to be sea lions and made 
funny noises. Arrr, arrr, aaaarrrhhh.  Then we followed the signs leading to Morris 
the talking monkey. 

PANSY IN NEW YORK:  

The Mystery of the Missing Monkey

Pansy the poodle and her best friend Avery have solved 

mysteries all over the world. As a reward for their good 

deeds, they take a sightseeing trip to New York—where 

they stumble into a brand new adventure. Morris, the

famous talking monkey, has disappeared from the Central 

Park Zoo! Pansy and Avery must once again follow the 

clues, solve the mystery, and get Morris back to his friends 

and family.
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You’re never too small to make a difference...

Pansy the Poodle Books

“

PANSY IN LONDON:  

The Mystery of the Missing Puppy

Pansy the poodle and her human friend Avery have solved 

mysteries all over the world―from foiling a jewel thief in Los 

Angeles to tracking down a talking monkey in New York. 

But their newest adventure may be the most important 

one yet. They have been summoned to Buckingham Palace 

by Queen Elizabeth herself to find Lily, one of her beloved 

Corgi puppies.

In the end, using their usual ingenuity and brainpower, 

Pansy and Avery solve the mystery, catch the dog thief, 

and return Lily to the Palace. The Queen throws a royal 

celebration and Pansy is once again reminded of the 

importance of friendship, forgiveness, and love. 
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PANSY IN AFRICA:  

The Mystery of the Missing Lion Cub

This new adventure takes our duo even farther from home, 

on a safari in Africa, where a beloved lion cub has gone 

missing. Pansy and Avery volunteer to help find the cub, 

and set off with their guides to follow paw prints and other 

clues. Along the way, they see and learn about the exotic 

landscape and animals of Africa, and even learn a few 

words in Swahili. When they find little Zuri, they discover 

that his talent for dancing has turned him into a movie star! 

In the end, they reunite the cub with his family and friends, 

and everyone learns a valuable lesson: It is our differences 

that make each of us special.
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Author Cynthia Bardes

While crossing a street in Beverly Hills, author 

Cynthia Bardes was struck by a car, requiring 

surgery and a lengthy recuperation. While bedridden 

at the hotel, Cynthia drew family closer and passed 

time by creating vivid and enchanting stories for her 

granddaughter, Avery, during her frequent visits. Her 

tale-weaving inspiration was drawn from the family’s 

beloved chocolate poodle, Pansy - named as such for 

her sweet flower-like face - after seeing the joy the 

curious little pup brought to the hotel guests and 

staff, making for a perfect setting and story.

Pansy at the Palace - A Beverly Hills Mystery 

emerged, leading to a warm reception and a sequel...

Pansy in Paris - A Mystery at the Museum. Spurred 

on by the acclaim and delight of children, Bardes 

then continued Pansy’s adventures with Pansy in 

Venice - The Mystery of the Missing Parrot, released 

in October 2015, Pansy in New York - The Mustery of 

the Missing Monkey in October of 2016 and Pansy in 

London - The Mustery of the Missing Puppy in 2017. 

The series has sold over 16,000 copies to date, 

spawned a child-aimed theatrical production 

and plush toy, and regularly hits select children’s 

bestseller lists. Self-published under the author’s 

WHEN I SPOTTED A LITTLE BROWN DOG IN A 
CAGE, WHOSE FACE LOOKED LIKE A PANSY, AND 
BROUGHT HER HOME, I NEVER EXPECTED SHE 

WOULD TAKE ME ON A NEW ADVENTURE...” “
“

personal imprint, Octobre Press, the series is also 

nationally distributed via NBN. 

A graduate of Sarah Lawrence College, Bardes is a 

proven entrepreneur, having achieved acclaim in her 

forays as a fashion designer and interior decorator. 

When not in Los Angeles, she and her husband, David, 

reside in Vero Beach, Florida with their darling Pansy.

The Pansy the Poodle series is illustrated by 

VIRGINIA BEST, an artist whose paintings and 

photographs have been exhibited nationally. She lives 

with her husband and two poodles in  Vermont and 

Vero Beach, Florida.
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You’re never too small to make a difference...

Poodleful! the Musical

Enjoy the classic rags to riches story of Pansy the 

Poodle and her sleuthing - now from the front row! 

Featuring upbeat songs and vibrant fun, your favorite 

chocolate puppy brings her lessons and enthusiasm 

to the theatre. Follow Pansy from her humble, tough 

beginnings on the streets; experience her joy at finding 

her forever home; get excited to solve mysteries with 

Pansy and her best friend, Avery.

“

“Poodleful!” the Musical is staged by Riverside Theatrical, 

marks their first original script-to-score tour and is helmed 

by resident musical director, Ken Clifton. Clifton has 

conducted musicals up and down the East Coast and Disney 

uses his writing in Orlando and Tokyo. The play was co-

written and directed by DJ Salisbury, who directed Riverside 

Theatre’s West Side Story, reviewed by the Wall Street 

Journal.

Based on the book series and featuring 10 original songs 

(sample below!), Poodleful is a delightful new musical for the 

entire family.

Sample Poodleful Songs
IT ’S  FABULOUS AT THE PALACE 

SPLISH SPLASH 

POODLEFUL

Sample Videos
POODLEFUL! THE MUSICAL VIDEO HIGHLIGHTS 

POODLEFUL! DRESS REHEARSAL 

POODLEFUL! BACKSTAGE PASS: MEET THE 
CAST
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Pansy’s Fan Mail 

“Move over Nancy Drew! This pint-sized poodle, 

Pansy, is one heck of a canine detective!”

Leslie McGuirk, world renowned children’s author

“You are never too young to enjoy a mystery with 

charm, excitement and a heroine you love. Add in a 

trip to Paris and you have a winner.”

Anne Perry, New York Times bestselling mystery author

Children will also get to see that it doesn’t matter how big 

or small you are, you can still make a huge difference in 

the lives of others. The graphics in the book are fabulous 

and will catch the eye of even the youngest reader. I 

highly recommend this book not only for the lesson but 

also the imagery.

Christina Condy, Recent Reads

This is a wonderful book in so many ways. Pansy at the 

Palace will appeal to a wide age range, from non-readers 

to early school age. The pages are thick, sturdy tear-

resistant pages which are perfect for younger children, 

and the story is intricate enough to interest early school 

aged children. My two-year old granddaughter loved it. I 

appreciated that the story was about shelter pets and the 

adoption of Pansy.

Book Visions

“
Pansy and Avery are easy characters to fall in love 

with and cheer on. The storyline is not scary, but is still 

exciting so it is suitable for children of all ages

For Every Season

Pansy in Paris is a cute little story about a tiny little 

dog with a great big heart. Pansy doesn’t let her 

small size or sad beginnings hold her back, and her 

determination to solve the crime gives kids a nice bit of 

confidence that they too can do anything they set their 

minds to.

Game Fiends

You’re never too small to make a difference...

I WAS COMPLETELY CHARMED BY PANSY...THESE 
ARE CLASSICS - WONDERFUL BOOKS THAT NO 

CHILD WILL EVER FORGET.” “

“

FRANCINE PASCAL, 
bestselling author of Sweet Valley High - over 150,000,000 books sold
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Pansy’s Fan Mail 

The courageous author with her quick wit and creativity 

took me half the way and the amazing vivid and 

expressive illustrations took me the rest of the way. 

Riki Frahmann

PARENT ANECDOTES 

The head of Neurology at John’s Hopkins purchased 

Pansy at the Palace for his grandson and relayed he had 

to read it five times that first night. 

A 6-year-old girl in Chicago wrote to Santa detailing her 

Christmas wish -- a trip to Beverly Hills to stay at the 

“Palace” hotel and meet Pansy.

A Colorado father e-mailed to lament his 5-year-old’s 

nightly request to read Pansy at the Palace...now going on 

6 months. 

“

Two girls, ages 5 and 6, from the same school both 

separately brought “Pansy at the Palace” as their 

favorite show and tell book two years in a row. 

The students have become the masters - a 5-year-old 

from New York recently appealed to Pansy to help her 

grandmother find her lost suit, and then gave us her 

outline for a potential book!

A mother from California wrote in to say her little 

6-year-old girl still had her copy of Pansy at the Palace 

on her bedside table after a year, while all the books 

were shelved promptly after reading.

A little boy dressed as Monsieur DuMal from Pansy at 

the Palace to a book signing with Bardes, complete in 

full trench coat! A true fan. 

The mother of a one-year-old girl and 5-year-old boy let 

us know that her son was learning geography and how 

to solve mysteries, and that her daughter could not fall 

asleep without clutching her Pansy the Poodle plush 

toy. 

You’re never too small to make a difference...
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Pansy The Poodle series and NEW plush poodle 
companions can be found on the shelves of several retail 
locations, and here are highlights of some of our partners

You’re never too small to make a difference...

Retail Locations

Amazon  |  Worldwide

Barnes & Noble Bookstore  |  Worldwide

Metropolitan Museum of Art | New York, New York

Bergdorf Goodman | New York, New York

Neiman Marcus | Beverly Hills, San Francisco, 

Palm Beach, and  Northbrook

Francis-Orr | Beverly Hills, California

The Peninsula | Beverly Hills, California

Gump’s | San Francisco, California

Books Inc. | San Francisco, California

Legion of Honor Fine Arts Museum | San Francisco, California

Selfridge’s | London, England

Leta Austin Foster Boutique | Palm Beach, Florida

Palm Beach Book Store | Palm Beach, Florida

Laughing Dog Gallery | Vero Beach, Florida

Vero Beach Book Center | Vero Beach, Florida

The Bookstall | Winnetka, Illinois

Maze | Winnetka, Illinois

Kimbell Art Museum | Ft. Worth, Texas

Shelburne Museum | Shelburne, Vermont

Bear Pond Books | Stowe, Vermont
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2018 Signings and Events

“

UPCOMING TOUR AND SIGNINGS

Breakers (Palm Beach, FL) 
March 30, 2018 

 
Vero Beach Book Center (Vero Beach, FL) 

April 2018 

Private Signing (Palm Beach, FL) 
April 5, 2018 

Bergdorf Goodman (New York, NY) 
April 14, 2018 

Maze Home (Chicago, IL) 
May 2018 

Author’s Night & Children’s Fair (Hamptons, NY)
August 11 - 12, 2018

The Penninsula Hotel
Fall 2018

Bergdorf Goodman
December 2018
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Selected Book Signings and Events

Fall 2015
Vero Beach Book Center (Vero Beach, FL)
Author’s Night (East Hampton, NY)
Children’s Fair (East Hampton, NY)
Private Signing (Hamptons, NY)
Back to School Party (Vero Beach, FL)
Poodleful Premier (Vero Beach, FL)
Rhett Palmer Radio Show (Vero Beach, FL)

Winter 2015-2016
Vero Beach Book Center (Vero Beach, FL) 
Private Signing (New York, NY)
Bergdorf Goodman Luxe Magazine Feature

Spring 2016
Bergdorf Goodman (New York, NY)
Private Signing (Palm Beach, FL)

Summer 2016
Maze Home (Chicago, Il)
Author’s Night (East Hampton, NY)
Children’s Fair (East Hampton, NY)
Private Signing (Hamptons, NY)

Fall 2016
Penninsula Hotel (Beverly Hills, CA)
Maze Home (Chicago, IL)
EXTRA feature 
Poodleful! Showcase (New York, NY)

Winter 2016 - 2017
Joan Hamburg Radio Show (New York, NY) 
PIX11 News (New York, NY)
Bergdorf Luxe Holiday Magazine
Bergdorf Goodman (New York, NY)
Metropolitain Museum featured book (New York, 
NY)

“

Spring 2017 
Poodleful at Lexington Children’s Theater
Poodleful at Riverside Theatre
Riverside Theatre (Vero Beach, FL)
Private Signing  (Palm Beach, FL)
Vero Beach Bookcenter (Vero Beach, FL)
Bergdorf Goodman with Florence Fancy (New York, NY)
The Breakers (Palm Beach, FL

Summer 2017
Vero Beach Book Center (Vero Beach, FL)
Private Signing (Palm Beach, FL)
Vero Beach Museum of Art (Vero Beach, FL)
Author’s Night (East Hampton, NY)
Children’s Fair (East Hampton, NY)
Private SigninWuerffel
g (Hamptons, NY)

Fall and Winter 2017-2018
Vero Beach Book Center (Vero Beach, FL)
Private Signing (Palm Beach, FL)
Michael Riedel Radio Show
Bergdorf Goodman (New York)
Selfridges (London)

Spring 2018
Vero Beach Book Center (Vero Beach, FL)
Breakers (Palm Beach, FL) 
Bergdorf Goodman (New York, NY) 
Private Signing (Palm Beach, FL)
Maze Home (Chicago, IL)
Author’s Night & Children’s Fair (Hamptons, NY)
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Notable Press Clips

Plush Pansy and Pansy in Venice Makes Bergdorf Goodman Luxe Holiday Magazine Debut  

Poodleful: Riverside’s season opener; folk art at museum  |  Vero Beach 32963  

Poodleful Highlights 

Poodleful Review  |  Vero Beach Weekly

Poodleful Testimonials 

Behind The Curtain: Poodleful the Musical Clips 

Riverside Theatricals debuts with “Poodleful!”  |  Brevard Culture 

Author Cynthia Bardes Interview  |  Rhett Palmer Radio Show  

Pansy the Poodle Stage Debut in Poodleful  |  Inside Vero  

Riverside Theatricals promises fun productions  |  Press Journal 

Pansy the Poodle at Riverside’s Back to School Party

Poodleful! Heads Riverside Theatre’s Lineup of Original Children’s Plays |  Vero Beach 32963 

Pansy In Venice A Hit At Author’s Night, Children’s Fair |  East Hampton Library Benefit 2015  

Director DJ Salisbury Praised: West Side Story Review  |  Wall Street Journal 

Bardes’ Pansy, Based On The Peninsula Beverly Hills, Set To Become A Musical Next September 
Beverly Hills Courier 

Riverside Theatre moves to new level with original works  |  Vero Beach 32963  

Pansy the Poodle, Poodleful! and author Cynthia Bardes 
have been profiled through various publications, radio 

shows, press releases and television programs. 
Links to each below - click to read.
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Notable Press Clips

Children’s Author Turns To Adult Literacy  |  Vero Beach 32963  

Join Pansy the dog in solving the mystery of the missing paintings in Paris! | Luminaries

Persistence Pays off for ‘Pansy at the Palace’  |  Vero Beach 32963

The Many Lives of Cynthia Bardes   |  Vero Beach Magazine 

 Beverly Hills Courier

 Society News Los Angeles 

Vero Beach 32963 
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“Poodleful was a pleasure from beginning to end 
and fun for the whole family”

Ian Love, Editor, Vero Beach Newsweekly

“As adorable as it was well-acted, with a squirm-squelching 

pace easily maintained by a cast of exhuberant actors. 
What really shone were Clifton’s songs.”

TM

You’re never too small to make a difference.

www.RiversideTheatricals.com

Presented By

Michelle Genz, Assistant Managing & Entertainment Editor, Vero Beach 32963
“Poodleful is precious! 
Full of puppy love, dazzle and great music.” 
  Elizabeth Kennedy,    
  President, Elizabeth 
  Kennedy & Co. 

Lisa Angell, Entertainment Writer, Vero Beach Newsweekly

“A playful and visually stylish musical for children and their 

families. Ken Clifton’s lyrical, danceable, original music covers the 

full gamut of human emotion.” 

"Fresh, fun and clever. Poodleful was a 
delightful way to spend a memorable 
afternoon with my granddaughter. 
She's now an aspiring actress!”

  Cynthia Callander, Marketing Director,    
  Vero Beach Book Store

“Enthusiasm fills the stage, the actors, and you, the audience, 
in this fun little tale of man's best friend! If you are a dog or 
cat lover you will laugh and be entertained by this whimsical 
Broadway-quality children's musical.”    Rhett Palmer host of radio’s Rhett Palmer’s Florida Show

“Riverside’s production was filled 
with that type of theatrical panache 
for which Riverside is known. 
It was colorful and clever.” 

Pam Harbaugh, 
Editor, Brevard Culture.com

“We so very much enjoyed 
Riverside Theatre's presentation of 
Poodleful! The music and 
movements were delightful!”

Marcia Littlejohn, host or radio’s 
Talk of the Town and Media Talk 
on BuzzTV.com 
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